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A Lobo the Publiſher of the preſent 
- proceſs of Divorce has had many ſtrange 
viciſſitudes in life, from the time of his being 
kidnapped at Aberdeen, while a boy, and car- 
ried to North America, in the interior parts 
of which he lived for ſome time among the 
native Indians; yet having a good many 
years ago publiſhed his travels, of which there 
have been ſeveral editions, he does not mean 
at preſent to intrude upon the public with 
A twice told tale” of himſelf. Since his ſet= 
tlement at Edinburgh, he has only endea- 
voured to recommend himſelf to the notice 
of his countrymen by his own induſtry ; and, 
if proper allowances be made for his having 


been deprived of the means of any regular 


education, he flatters himſelf his inventions, 
and his plans, unattempted by anyzbefore 
him in this country, have been ſuch às will 
ſecure him ſorne part of the approbation of 
a generous public, and diſappoint the ſlan- 
derous attacks of a few individuals, who 
would, by the atts of hypocriſy, lay to his 
own blame the cauſes of his late domeſtic 
infelicity. a . Ain 8 
A2 That 
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That Mrs Williamſon "has had a virtuous 
1 her hufband had no: reaſon to 
doubt. Even the appearance of ſanctity, ſo 
gonſpicuous in the father, could hardly fail 
in having @ good influence on the daughter. 
And during the greateſt part of her married 
ſtate, until within theſe few years, ſhe was a 
good wife, a tender mother, regular and care- 
ful in all domeſtic- concerns. She was alſo a 
good aſſiſtant in earning a maintenance, ha- 
vin g been bred a mantua-maker, and, in that 
line, meeting with the encouragement and 
employment of many -reſpectable families. 
Fo give the better {cope to her induſtry, al- 
though ſhe has had nine- children, ſhe has 
not been nurſe to any of them, being indul- 
ged with the giving them out to nurſe till 
they were near two years of age. Four of 
_ theſeare living; and much has been ſaid and 

inſinuated by the now debaſed mother and her 
canting father, of the cruel huſband ;—who _ 
had put away a wife who had lived with him 
eighteen years, and had bore to him nine 
children; — ſcandalized her with a diſgrace- 
ful proceſs ;—and left her by herſelf to the 
charge of providing bread for the ſurviving 
children hom the-had inveigled away 
on their father for a * time, to give the 
better 
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better colour to her profeſſions of innocence - 
and declamation of wrongs, while ſilence and 
repentance would have been more 2 
Ornaments, : 
The world is till deceiy'd with ornament, - 
In law, what plea fo tainted and corrupt. 
“ But, being ſcaſon'd with a gracious voice, 
- * Obſcures the ſhew of evil?—In religion, 
What damned error, but fome ſober brow 
% Will bleſs it, and approve it with a text, 
Hiding the groſſneis with fair ornament ? 
« There is no vice ſo ſimple, but aſſumes 
“Some mark of virtue on its outward parts. 
Thus ornament is but the guiled ſhore 
« To a moſt dangerous fea :—In a word, 


©« The ſeeming truth which cunning times put on 
J“ entrap the wiſeſt.“ 3 Shakeſpeare. 
Mr Williamſon will always be among the. 
n to ſpeak in the praife of His late 
wife, for her good, thrifty, and exemplary 
conduct, till ſome time after ſhe had her 
youngeſt child. And her firſt detection in guilt 
being by her huſband himſelf, and under 
private circumſtances, the had his forgiveneſs, 
ſo far as to keep the matter concealed; though 
from that time he admitted her not again to 
that bed which ſhe had left, at the dead hour 
of night, to gratify the luſt of a baſe and 
treacherous lodger but lately admitted into 
their houſe: And for the lake of quietneſs; 

| the 
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the vile adulterous ſeducer was followed with 
no farther puniſhment than an immediate diſ- 
miſſion out of the houſe. He could make no far- 


ther ſacrifice to the reputation of his family. 


The monſter of luſt, driven out of the houſe, 
had ſtill the addreſs to intrigue, by the inter- 
vention of bawds and panders ; watching the 
times of the huſband being out of the houſe; 
and ſending meſſages, letters, &c. addreſſed on 
the back to fictitious perſons, to ſave appear- 
ances if they fell into the huſband's hands; 
and thus contriving interviews. and meet- 
ings, in the houſes of others. 1 

A correſpondence of this kind was attend- 
ed by frequent drinkings ; and drunkenneſs, 
at firſt a concomitant of tlie other vice, made 
both habitual. Of all bad habits in women; . 
that of drunkenneſs is the worſt, and an in- 
let to all other vices. Ir ſullies all virtues; 
and at laſt extinguiſhes them. It overcomes 


alſo the ſuperior reaſon of men; and thus 
ſays Hamlet of the drunken revels of the | 


Danes, 


« This heavy hended We Faſt 40 Weſt, 
Makes us traduc'd arid tax'd of other nations: 
They clepe us drankards, and with ſwiniſh phraſe 

Soil our addition; and; indeed, it takes 
* From our atchievements, though perform'd at height, 


Ihe pith and marrow of our attribute. 
80 
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« So oft it chances, in particular men, 

6 That for ſome vicious mole of nature in them, 

5 By the o'ergrowth of ſome complexion, | 

c Oft breaking down the pales and forts of reaſon, 
% Or by ſome habit, that too much o'erleavens 

e The form of plauſive manners; that theſe men, 
* Carrying, I ſay, the ſtamp of one detect, 

„ Their virtues elſe, be they as pure as grace, 
e As infinite as man may undergo, 

% Shall in the general cenſure take corruption 


From that particular fault. ihe dram of baſe 
« Doth all the noble ſubſtance of worth out.“ 


In ſhort Mrs Williamſon became at laſt ſo a- 
bandoned, that ſhe was detected by others, in a- 
dulterous intercourſe, in a public ſtair; and it 


being no longer poſſible for her huſband to 


conceal her ſhame, or live in honour with her, 
he propoſed a ſeparation; but Mrs Williamſon 
was pleaſed to take fire at the firſt reproaches, 
talked wildly about her injured innocence. 
She was left in the houſe coolly to reflect on 
what had been ſaid to her, and took the firſt 
opportunity to ſtrip the houſe of every thing 
ſhe could get carried off; and, enticing the 
children to follow her, ſhe retired to a houſe 
in the Fleſhmarket Cloſe, * for her by 


her father. 


_ Having admitted that Mrs Williamſon, for 
z {cries of years, was a moſt. frugal and vir- 
e eee, en 
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tuous wife, it is alſo allowed, that it would have 
been commendable in her father to take his 


Toft daughter under his immediate protection, 


if he had gone no farther. But in place of 
covering her confuſion with that Chriftian 
conſolation, and thoſe admonitions to a re- 


pentance, which might have been expected 


from his appearance and uſual phraſeology, 
he did his utmoſt to propagate, moſt ſcandal- 


_ oully falſe reports, to the prejudice of the in- 


jured huſband, to whom he ought to have 
brought his daughter imploring forgiveneſs 
on her knees. He alſo attempted to ſet up a 
penny poſt- office, in - oppoſition to that eſt.- 
bliſhed by Mr Williamſon himſelf, taxing 
him with incapacity, and impoſing on every 
one, with whom he could obtain a hearing, the 


pitiable tale, that it was by Mrs Willi mſon's 


care that this buſineſs attained reputation; and 
that now ſhe was under the neceſſity of con- 
tinuing in that line, ſeparate from her huſ- 
band, to procure a ſubſiſtence for herſelf and 
her helpleſs children, all left upon her W 
by an unnatural father. a 

Candid reader—lt was theſe very extraor- 


d to bring his action of divorce, that 
ht have legal proof to ſilence the ca- 
lumnies 
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lamnies' againſt. himfelf, and to intitle him 

to take his children from their mother; as 
without ſuch proofs againſt the mother, the 
laws have preferred her to the cuſtody of the 
children.— And it is in his own juſtification, 
and to reſcue his character from unmerited 
obloquy, that he has preſumed to trouble o- 
thers with a publication of theſe matters, and 
of the trial at large, without diſguiſing the 
truth, and to put Mrs Williamſon upon an 
equal footing to vindicate herſelf againſt the 
übel preferred againſt her in Court, that ſhe 
might have a fair trial to exculpate herſelf, 
And ſhow her innocence wherein ſhe was ac- 
cuſed. Nothing would have given the proſe- 
cutor greater pleaſure than to have failed in 
his proof, and the Court to have pronounced 
ſentence, finding her not guilty of the crime 
laid to her charge. If this had been the caſe, 
he would with open arms have received his 
wife back again into his favours, and beg- 
ged pardon of God, and acknowledged his 
faults before all men, and would have im- 
plored her forgiveneſs, had ſhe been innocent 
or wrongfully accuſed. 

But the Reader will here obſerve the proof 
has turned out otherwiſe, and the proceſs 
went on in common form, aggravated by the 

| B | falſe 
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falſe and malicious aſperſions of a hypocri- 
tical father-in-law, to ſcreen the guilt of his 
daughter from the eye of the world, to the 
prejudice of her huſband and children, who 
he himſelf muſt have known from his daugh- 
ter's behaviour, ſhe was nor acting the fair 
part with her huſband, in concealing his in- 
come, and n it er. to baſe y_ 
poles. "ISS 6 

To ſilence the falſe report of bis father iu. 
law, he was obliged, againſt his own incli- 
nation, to raiſe the action of divorce againſt 
his daughter, in his own vindication, other- 
wiſe he would have reſted ſatisfied with the 
inhibition ſerved upon her to prevent her 
from hurting his circumſtances for the time 
to come; but it was then too late to recall 
what was done by Mrs Williamſon and her 
father, who {tripped the houſe of every thing 
they could carry: off with them, leaving me 
but a very ſcanty allowance of boch cloaths 
and linen. From this I was obliged to betake 
myſelf to a private room, loaded with al} the 
infamy that could be thought of by my wi 
and her father, who was a lodger with 


for ſeveral months before this happened. 
Although he has the appearance of godlineſs, 


yet he was but a bad companion, and acted 


* 
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two ways in this matter. Had he been ho- 
neſt enough at firft outſet of the difference 
betwixt his daughter and her huſband, to en- 
quire into the merits of the cauſe, and find 
out the truth of it before he ventured to ac- 
cuſe one or the other, which was the duty of 
every affectionate parent ſo to do. But inſtead 
of this, he vindicated his daughter although 
he knew fhe was in the wrong, and ſcanda- 
lized her huſband in the moſt public manner 

he could, without any regard to truth. 
Nineteen vitneſſes were ſummoned, nine 
of which were examined, and the Court found 
they had proved the libel, and it was not ne- 
ceffary for me to bring forward any further 
evidences, although there was ſome applica- 
tion made to examine Griffiths and Grant, as 
from them ſomething extraordinary was ex- 
pected; but being unwilling to trouble the 
Court, I was advifet to defiſt from the appli- 
cation made, and to fubmit the caſe to the 
judges, with the evidence _ was e 
ny before them. 5 
cannot here paſs by without oi no- 
tice of the great attention paid by the Court 
in taking down the depoſitions of the witne(- 
ſes in ſo ſolemn à manner; kneeling upon 
their bended knees, with their rigtit: hand 
B 2 upon 
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upon the holy bible, praying, that all the 
curſes therein contained may fall upon them 
if they did not tell the truth, and nothing 
but the truth ; and further repeating after 
the judge, praying that they may never ob- 

rain any of the bleſſings contained in that 
holy book if they concealed any part of the 
truth, in ſo far as is aſked of them, or they 
themſelves knew. Being then purged of par- 
tial counſel, malice, and ill will, &c. then 
they are ordered by the judges to riſe up-and 
fit down upon a chair, with the bible lying 
open before them while they are examined. 
In ſhort, the commiſſaries, who are judges of 
this Court, are men of honour, and diſcharge 
their duty to the lieges with impartiality; 
and their decent decorum in examining the 
witneſſes brings forth the truth from thoſe 
who are not willing to ſpeak out. The ſo- 


lemnity of the judge, and his perſonal at- 


tendance upon all occaſions, ſtrick awe upon 
many of the witneſſes, that they are afraid to 
deviate from the truth. 

I now come to make ſome obſervations 
upon Mrs Williamſon's adulterous gallants, 


which I ſhall point out by the name of Goats, 
as they anſwer to the letter G. Goats being 
the dann deſtructive beaſts we have in this 


country 


country among the animal vegetables, de- 
ſtroying every herb which is not lawful for 
them to uſe, chuſing that rather than the 
food appointed for them, their weapons are 
poiſonous, and their wounds deadly, incu- 


rable by any phyſician ; they lay waſte the - 


trees of the field, and nip the tender buds, 
that they neyer more make their appearance 
in their original ſtate, but fades away with 
infamy and diſgrace, and are deſpiſed by all 
other herbs on the face of the earth, becauſe 


they become uſeleſs for cultivation, and are 


cut down and thrown into the fire, and no 
more regarded among mankind. 
Theſe Goats were lawfully cited as wit- 


neſſes to anſwer the purpoſe of the laſt evi- 


dence in the proof, called 8SrEDHENS, but did 
not appear to their ſummons, I ſhall here 
view them as art and part guilty of adultery, 
and their unbecoming behaviour will appear 
in the proof annexed hereto, and will give 
the public a clearer idea of their diabolic 
practices, in decoying a once virtuous wo- 
man from the affection of her huſband to 
their brutal luſt and carnal deſire; they uſed 
all means poſſibly they could to bring her 
over to her ruin, and them to ſhame, by in- 
toxicating her with liquor, to obtain their 
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wicked purpoſes and defigns, which they 
ſpared no pains to accomplice at the riſk of 
their fouls, in deluding and decoying an un- 
fortunate woman, who, before their vicious 
acts upon her weakneſs, lived in repute and 
reputation with her neighbours, which theſe 
goats at once took away from her by their 
cunning and crafty collufions ; dragging her 
from one houſe of bad fame to another, un- 
der cloud of night, till ſhe became a reproach 
among her own friends, and an undutifuÞ 
wife at home, Proſtituted to luſt with theſe 
infernal devils in human ſhape, who, when 
they had arrived at their cruel deſire, like 
cowards, left their victim to the mercy of the 
world, and an offended huſband; '' Theſe 
things ye have done in ſeeret, but I will vin 
dieate myſelf openly, and ſhow wherein I any 
wronged, by your falfe and unlawful” inc 
trigues with a woman whom the law of God 
and man forbids you to covet.” If you could 
only learn to do as you would have others 
do to you, conſider then this command laid 
before yorr by the univerſal Lawgiver, who 
will one day or other require of you reſtitu- 
tion for the injuries yon have done in this 


life. Only conſider the dreadful confequen- 


ces that follow your carnal deſires, and carriey 
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ſuch-a ſtigma along with them, that will for 
ever ſink your ſouls into hell, without you 
repent and make reſtitution to the victim you 
have: conquered ; your deceit has turned joy 
into mourning, and cauſed motherleſs chik 
dren feek their bread at the hands of others, 

and leave a diſconſolate huſband weeping o- 


ver them, obliged to leave his houſe, which 


he had poſſeſſed for thirty-three years, with 
honour and credit, and betake himſelf to 
ſtrange lodgings, ſeparated from wife and 
family, deſtitute of every neceſſary of life; 
and his ſubſtance called in queſtion by his 
creditors. In this ſituation I laboured under 
for ſome time, owing to the bad influence 
thoſe wretched goats had upon Mrs Williams 
ſon, who entertained them in a clandeſtine 
manner with meat and drink at the expence 
of her -huſband's induſtry, till at Taft ſhe 
brought him to poverty, and herſelf toſhame; 
by the inſtigation of thoſe perfidious mon- 
ſters of impiety, which I call goats. | 

' I ſhall now come to confider what puniſhs 
ment is due to theſe adulterers from the in- 


jured children and their poſterity, who muſt 


ever keep in remembrance the affront put 
upon them and their deluded mother, by the 
Wenn conduct of theſe wicked men, 

who 
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who have caſt off all fear of God, and com- 
mitted iniquity againſt the innocent, for no 
other ends but to fulfil their own brutal luſts, 
and put themſelves on a level with the devils 
in hell, who are forſaken by all the heaven- 
ly powers, damned to deſtruction, and their 
puniſhment allotted them with the evil ſpi- 
Tits, which burn day and night with fire and 


brimſtone; and the crime of adultery which 


you have committed in ſecret, will then be 
openly manifeſted againſt you, by. the cries 
and petitions of the innocent children and 
their offended father, who will bear witneſs 
againſt you for the evil you have done. to 
them, 'for which you ncver can make them 
reparation ; but as God is merciful, he will, 
if you ſincerely repent, ſhow mercy to you, 
if you aſk forgiveneſs 1n his Son's name, who 


died for ſinners, and roſe again for their re- 


demption and juſtification. Give me leave 
then to add, it is high time for you to make 
application to Almighty God for his forgive- 
neſs; and it is alſo incumbent upon you to 


make ſuch reſtitution as is in your power to 


thoſe you have injured, that you may obtain 
their forgiveneſs, which will pave the way 
for. you to een, 


The 


ST 
i 


"GO © :3 0 0 


0 


INTRODUCTION; xvii” 


The crime which you are accuſed of, is of: 
the moſt aggravating nature, both againſt- 
the law of God and man, and attended with 
dreadful conſequences chat follow them. By 
your own voluntary and wicked actions; 
you brought reproach and calumny into a 
peaceable family, of which you can never 
get the better but by a timely repentance, 
without which you cannot fee the kingdom 
of heaven; for the ſentence is already pro- 
nounced againſt you: Curſed are they who 
ſeparate man and wife from each other, and 
diſturb the peace and happineſs of the fa- 
mily. 

come now to ſpeak to Mrs Wilſon, for- 
merly Mrs Williamſon, as ſhe cannot any 
longer, with propriety, take the name of 
Williamſon. She ought now to be reconci- 
led to the law of her country, and be ſatis- 
fied, that ſhe herſelf and her father were 
the principal inſtigators of the proceſs of: 
divorce. Mr Richardſon, your man of buſi- 
neſs, {trained every point to ſerve you; and 
Mr Wood ſolicitor was as moderate as the 
nature of the caſe could admit him, nor had 
he inſtructions from me to urge any thing 
but what was founded upon facts; ſo that 
you have had a fair and candid trial, 
C and 
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and no advantage taken of you. From this 
your conſcience muſt dictate to you, that 
you have done wrong; and that you now 
ſhould loſe no time to beg Pardon of Al- 
mighty God, and become a true penitent, 
joining in the words of the holy Prophet 


David, who acknowledged he had ſinned 


againſt the Lord ; but yet he would pay his 
vows to him in the congregation of the 
righteous. In ſuch a manner you ſhould, 
without delay, return and make ſatisfac- 
tion to the church you was brought up in, 
and take advice of the pious and able mi- 
niſters therein, who will pave the way for 
you to ſalvation ; and by 'their inſtructions 
and your repentance you may again be re- 


| ſtored to life. Remember the words of our 
bleſſed Saviour, who has ſaid, there is great- 
er joy in heaven over one ſinner that repent- 


eth, than over ninety and nine that need no 
repentance; and let the latter end of your 
life be an abhorrence to that of your youth. 
I ſhall not here any more upbraid you, as 
IT am in duty bound, by the expreſs com- 
mand of the Lord and Giver of life, to pray 
for mine enemies, and to forgive them ; yet 


IJ am no where required in Scripture to take 


mine enemy into my-boſom, or have any in- 
. te rcourſe 
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tercourſe with them ; but paſs by them as if 
I knew them not. Although the injuries. 
you have done to me and your children are 
great, notwithſtanding I forgive you, and I 
pray God may alſo forgive you, and bring 
you to a ſight of your paſt folly, that your 
ſins may be done away by the interceſſion 
of the Son of God, who will hear your peti- 
tions when offered up to him by a true and 
penitent heart. 

In the laſt place, I could with to adviſe 
you to ſhun all the evil company who have 
deluded you, and have brought diſhonour 
upon you, and your whole family to mi- 
ſery ; and the only reſtitution you can now 
make, is to deſpiſe thoſe wretches who have 
got the better of your weakneſs, and come 
to the holy Communion, and there offer up 
your thanks to God; and be, by your biſhop 
and his colleague, inſtructed in the paths of 
righteouſneſs; and according to their office, 
they are always ready and willing to give 
the beſt advice in ſpiritual matters to any 
under their charge, and eſpecially to thoſe 


that aſk it. 


I ſhall only add in theſe few. words, that 
your diſobedience makes it neceflary for you 
to crave the aſſiſtance of all 7 Chriſtians, 
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to protect you from the evil that yet may 
come upon you, if proper care is not taken 
to avoid bad company. And you ſee the law 
of God and man has ſeparated you from 
your huſband, never more to have any con- 
cern with each other; which brings you 
under the ſame ſtate to your huſband as you 
were naturally dead. In conſequence. of 
this, you are now left to the mercy of the 
world, without any head or governor to 
protect you from the aflaults of your ene- 
mies, But if you will turn again, like the 
prodigal ſon, the Lord your God will have 
mercy upon you, and be your Protector for 
ever, and will receive your ſoul into the 
manſions of his eternal bliſs, prepared for 
the reception of holy fpirits that are redeem- 
ed by the precious blood of Chrift, who fits 
Advocate at the right hand of God for our 
juſtification ; where there is no need of evi- 
dence againft us; for there our own- con- 
ſciences ſhall either acquit or accuſe us, ac- 
cordin 8 to the works we have done in this 
world. | | 
In the next place, I mall proceed on tem- 
poral concerns, and then conclude with 
ſame obſervations that have lately happened 
in the courſe of this proceſs. Il was accuſed 
1 of 
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of falſehood by a few individuals, who-ma- 
 liciouſly propagated among my friends, that 
I had failed in my proof, and no regard 
ſhould be paid to what I ſaid. This had a 
very fatal effect with my neighbours and 
- acquaintances, who were divided into differ- 
ent opinions on what ſide of the queſtion: to 
believe, or what ſort of a proof I could bring 
to vindicate myſelf from the ſcandalous a- 
buſes of the oppoſite parties, who devoted 
their time to aſſert poſitive lies, and ſtir up 


miſchief, to gain their wicked purpoſes. 


From this I found I could no longer hve in 
the neighbourhood, without publiſhing the 
proof at large, in order to ſhew who was to 
blame. In conſequence of the ill treatment 
I met with, I undertook, at my leiſure hours, 
to ſtate the facts, which I did at a pretty 
conſiderable length. But, being diſſident of 
my own abilities in point of language, I 
applied to a writer, to overlook what I had 
written on the ſubject, and to ſee if it could 
be put to preſs in my own ftile, which he 
engaged to do; but after receiving mymanu- 
ſcript, and money for his performance, he put 
me off from time to time with fair words, 
that it would be done in a few days. After 

waiting for months upon his promiſes, I 
* then 
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— 
then demanded my own writings back from 
him, but that was refuſed ; upon which I 
concluded he was bought off, or the ſubject 
of adultery he was to inſpect was a favou- 
rite amuſement of his own, and that he 
might have a ſcruple of conſcience to write: 
any thing againſt it. If that be the caſe 
with him, he had no more to do, but return 
the copy and money he received from me, 
and no more words would have been ſaid 
about it. Then he might have applied his 
conſcience, if any he has, to any purpoſe he 
pleaſed. But, in the mean time, he has 
broke his promiſe, and put me to a, conſi- 
derable trouble, in compoſing new what I 
had formerly done. | 
From this diſappointment, I now venture 

to lay before the public the preceding lines 
in my own compoſition, in' hopes that the 
reader will be ſo good as to excuſe any ina- 
curacy that may be found in it, as I do not- 
pretend to write in the ſtyle of the learned 

authors, or to amuſe the world with a ſub- 
ject which is not my own. I only with to 
be underſtood by repreſenting facts, and 
what Jam deficient in; I hope the candid 
inſpector will ſupply it from his own judge- 
gent, in — of language. Or do I wiſh 
to 
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to have that vain imagination of myſelf, to 
think my works will be received for their 
oratory, as it is ſufficient for one in my line 
of life to be able to diſtinguiſh betwixt right 
and wrong. Had I the education of Vol- 
taire, Pope, or Addiſon, this work would 
have been introduced to'the world in their 
ſtyle; but if theſe learned men had been 
brought up at my ſchool, perhaps they 
would have as little to boaſt of as I have. 

The reader will be here aſking, what 
ſchool I was brought up at? I ſhall only tell 
them, that the extent of it was upwards of 
four thouſand miles, and the height thereof 
as high as the heavens, governed by Indians 
of many nations; and regular education is 
no where taught among them, but handed 
down from one generation to another, and 
their records are kept, marked with toma- 
hawks on the outſide of trees, and can be 
diſtinguiſhed by themſelves for centuries 
back. I ſhall only leave it to the public to 
judge, if they can expect a learned diſ- 
courſe from a perſon, who, from his infan- 
cy, was brought up with thoſe Savages, and 
taught nothing elſe but the uſe of the toma- 
hawk and ſcalping knife; for a printed book 
was alike to me with that of clean paper; 


and 
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and the only opportunity I had to learn any 
kind of figures, was in the time of fnow, to 
imitate the Indians by the mark they made 
on trees, which much reſembles the Greek 
characters. At the age of twenty-five years, 
being the time I made my /elopement from 
them, and after that period have had but 
little time to employ myſelf to learning. I 
contented myſelf with what I could up 
from books, &c. W 


DECREET or DIVORCE, 


PETER WILLIAMSON, 
AGAINST 


JEAN WILSON. 
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T Edinburgh, the ſixth and twenty- ninth 

days of March ſeventeen hundred and 
eighty- nine years, anent the action, and cauſe 
for Divorce, raiſed, intented, and purſued, 
before Andrew Balfour, Robert Craig, George 
Ferguſon, and Robert Hodſhon-Cay, Eſquires, 
Commiſſaries of Edinburgh, at the inſtance 
of PETER WILLIAMSON, printer in Edinburgh, 
with concourſe of Mr.James Balfour, procura- 
tor-fiſcal of court, for bis intereſt, againſt 
JEAN Wiigon, daughter of John Wilſon book- 
D | ſeller 
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gener in Edinburgh, Ipouſe of the fac reter 
Williamſon, by virtue of the ſaids Commiſ- 
ſaries, their libelled precept raiſed thereanent, 
which maketh mention, That wherein the 
month of November, ſeventcen hundred and 
ſeventy years, the holy bond of marriage was 
lawfully folergnize betwixt the purfuer Peter 
Williamſon, and the ſaid jean Wilſon de- 
fender, by the reverend Mr John Allan, mi- 
niſter of one of the Epiſcopal Congregations 
in this city; and accordingly the purſuer, and 
the ſaid Jeatr Wilſon, did from that time co- 
habit, converſe, and keep ſociety together for 
ſeveral years; mutually treating and entertain» 
ing each other at bed, Hoard, and other con- 
jugal duties, as became married perſons; and 
were habite and repute ſuch by all their friends, 
neighbours, and acquaintances: Notwith- 
ſtanding whereof, the ſaĩd Jean Wilſon, caſt- 
ing off all fear of God, and forgetting all her 
conjugal vows and engagements, has, for thefe 
ſeveral years bygone, followed a tract of keep- 
ing fellowſhip, company and ſociety, with god- 
lels, lewd, and abandoned 1 men, Known not to 
be the purſuer, one or more; treating, entet- 
taining and converſing with them privately 
and adulteroully, alone, at bed, and board, 
and other ways unſeemly; 15 as Was not law- 
ful 
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ful to have been done with any, except the 
purſuer her lawful married huſband; and 
more particularly, within theſe twelve months 
laſt bygone, the faid: Jean Wilfon has been 
in the practice of fraquenting different houſes 
of bad fanic, both in this city and neigh- 
bourhaad, wliere ſnhe uſed ta mec with lewd 
and wicked man, to wham the gave the uſe 
of her hody carnally. and in which houſes the 
has often gtit herſelf intoxicated with liquor: 


That during the foreſaid period, {he has alſe 


appointed fuch lewd and wicked men to call 
upon her at the purſuer's houſe in the city, 
at times when ſhe kney that his buſineſs requi- 
red him ta be from hame; ang did there rer 
tire 'with; them to a chamber wherein there 
was hut one bed; and where, upon different oc- 
£afions; ſhe has allawed:ſych men to have car- 
nal knowledge of her; and didotherways, pri- 
yately, familiarly; and adulzeronfly, converſe 
with them, upon ane or other of the occaſions 
above mentioned: From all which it is evi- 
dent, che ſaid Jean Wilſon hay been guilty of 
adulterous practices with other men, known 
not to be the purſuer; and that ſhe has been 
guilty of adultery. Therefore the ſaid Peter 
Williamſon purſuer, ought to have the faid 
Commiſſaries thtir-fentence and decreet, fing- 
5 ing 


(8) 
ing and declaring, that the ſaid Jean Wilſon 
has been guilty of adultery; and divorcing her 
from the purſuer's fellowſhip, company, and 
ſociety, in all time coming ; and finding, de- 
cerning and declaring, the purſuer ar liberty 
to marry, whom and when he pleaſes, as if 
the ſaid defender had never been married to 
him, or was now naturally dead: As alſo, 
finding and declaring, that the ſaid jean Wil- 
ſon has forfeited and omitted all the rights 
and privileges ariſing, or that might ariſe to 
her, from her marriage with the purſuer: And 
laſtly, the ſaid Jean Wilſon ought to be found 
liable to the purſuer in every expence which 
may attend the carrying on of this proceſs, 

and extracting the decreet thereon to follow : 
all after the form and tenor of the laws and 
practice of Scotland, uſed and obſerved in the 
like caſes. And anent the charge and citation 
lawfully given to the ſaid jean Wilſon de- 
fender, by James Graham meſſenger, perſon- 
ally apprehended, upon the tenth day of No- 

vember, ſeventeen hundred and eighty-eight 
years; in virtue of the ſaid libel, to have | 
compeared before the ſaid Commiſſaries, up- 
on the twenty-ſixth day of November, and 
third day of December, ſeventeen hundred 
and eighty-eight years, in the hour of cauſe, 
to 
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to have anſwered at the inſtance of the ſaid 


Peter Williamſon, and fifcal, purſuers, anent 
the matters libelled ; and he made certification 
as effeired; all which he did conform to the 
ſaid ſummons in all points, by delivering to 
the ſaid defender a full double of ſaid libel, 
with a ſhort copy of citation thereto- ſubjoin- 
ed, before Alexander Graham and Robert 
Hamilton, indwellers in Edinburgh, witnefles 
to the premiſes; as in the ſaid libelled ſum- 
mons and execution thereal, is at more length 
expreſt. 
Which action bing called, the ſaid Peter 
| Williamſon purſuer, compearing by john Wood, 
ſolicitor at law, his procurator, who, for him, 
produced in preſence of the ſaid Commiſſaries 
the foreſaid libel, and execution thereof; and 
the ſaid jean Wilſon defender alſo compear- 
ing by William Richardſon, ſolicitor at law, 
her procurator; the foreſaid libelled ſummons, 
and execution thereof, purſuer's oath of ca- 
lumny, defences, anſwers, and proof addu- 
ced in ſupport of the libel, having been at 
length heard, read, ſeen and conſidered, by 
the ſaid Commiſſaries; and they being there- 
with, and with the hail other ſteps of proce- 
dure had in the cauſe, well and ripely advi- 
ded; the ſaid Commifſaries, by tlieir decreet, 
Found, 
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Found, and hereby Find, facts, cirtumftantos; 
and qualifications proven, relevant to infer 


the ſaid defender Jean Wilſon her guilt: of az 


dultery : Found, and hereby Find, the ſaid de- 
fender guilty of adultery accordingly: And 
therefore Divorced and Separated; and hereby 
Divorce and Separate her, the faid Jean Wil- 
ſon, from the ſaid Peter Williamſon, purſuer 
his fellowſhip, company and ſociety, in all 
time coming : Found 'and Declared, and here- 
by Find and Declare, that the - purfuer is at 
liberty to marry whom and when he: plea. 
ſes, as if the ſaid defender had never been 


married to him, or was now naturally dead: 


As alſo Found and Declared, and hereby Find 
and Declare, that the ſaid Jean Wilſon hag 
forfeited and omitted” all the rights and pri- 


-vileges ariſing, or that might ariſe to her, 


from her marriage with the purſuer: And 
Decerned and hereby Decern. Becauſe at firſt 
calling of the foreſaid action and cauſe, 


which was in preſence of the ſaid Commiſſa- 


mes, upon the third day of December, : ſeven- 


teen hundred and eightyreight years, the ſaid 
purſuer compearing, as ſaid is, by the ſaid 
John Wood his procurator, who produced the 


fore ſaid libel and execution thereof; and the 


ſaid defender alſo compearing by the ſaid 


William 


1 

William Richardſon, her procurator, the Com- 
miſſaries made avizandum with the libel and 
execution: And the ſaid Commiſſaries having 
conſidered the - foreſaid libel and execution, 
they, by interlocutor, of date the ſaid third 
day of December and year foreſaid, admitted 
the purſuer to his oath of calumny; as the 
ſaid interlecutor bears: Thereafter, upon the 
ſame day, compeared the ſaid Peter William- 
fon purſuer, who bein g {ſworn de calumnia, and 
examined, Deponed, that he has good reaſon 
to purſue this preſent action; becauſe he be- 
lieves the defender has been guilty of the 
crime of adultery : Deponed, that there is no 
colluflon' betwixt the deponent and defender 
anenttarrying on this action: And this is truth, 
as he ſhall anſwer to God. As the ſaid oath 
of calumny, figned by the purſuer and —_ 
Mr Robert Crai g, bears. 

© Thereafter, the Commiſfaries aſſigned a cer- 
tain day to the faid William Richardſon, for the 
defender, to give indefenees in writing, and pro- 
Jute mandate Accordingly, upon the twelfth 
day of faid month of December, the followin g 
defences were given in for the defender, bear- 
ing. That the defender had been married to 
the purſuer "theſe feventeen years, during 
"WESC they tave had nine children, four of 


whom 
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whom are alive, viz, three ſons and a daugh- 

ter; one of the ſons is in Herriot's Hoſpital, 
and the other three children are with their 
mother the defender. The defender was bred 
a mantua-maker, and in that line has, ever 
ſince her marriage, exerted herſelf to the ut- 
moſt to provide for the family; and has had 
the happineſs to be countenanced and employ- 
ed in ſundry families of rank and reſpecta- 
bility, amongſt many others in a lower ſta- 
tion. Had the purſuer been diſpoſed to be 
equally aſſiduous and attentive, in his buſineſs 
as a printer, and maſter of a penny poſt- office, 
which he ſtill carries on, beſides the profits 
ariſing trom his annual publication of his 
Edinburgh Directory, they might have done 
very well together; but, unluckily for both, 
the purſuer gave uphimſelf to tippling and in- 
toxication, with mean and low people; ſo that 
he was generally abroad, at night, till two or 
three in the morning; and, in this diſſipated 
way, the profits ariſing from his occupation 
was habitually ſpent and diflipated. Of this 
the defender often experienced the fatal ef- 
fects; for beſides the diſtreſs of the family, the 
purſuer contracted a habit of groundleſs jea- 
louſy againſt his wife: She is naturally of 
an affable ans ma temper, and as her buſi- 
neſs 


TH 


nefs led her to call upon different perſons by 
whom ſhe was employed, and ſome of her 
employers had occaſion to call at her. This has 
been unhappily conſtrued - into criminality, 
without any juſt ground or foundation what- 
ever, Hinc ille lachryme ! The purſuer, ſtimu- 
lated by ſome of his tippling companions, 
who have no good will at the defender, has 
been induced to.commence this proceſs againſt 
his wife ; while, on the other hand, ſhe and 
her daughter, who is abqut fourteen years of 
age, are reduced to great hardſhip and diſtreſs. 
In theſe circumſtances, the defender's defence 
againſt the preſent action, (denying. the libel,) 
is, That the ſame is vague and irrelevant. 
It charges the defender in general, with ha- 
ving committed adultery with ſundry men, 
known not to be the complainer, for ſeveral 
years bygone.” But a libel of divorce ought 
to be ſpecial and particular, as to perſons, 

times, and places; and it is incumbent 
on the purſuer to condeſcend ſpecifically ;— 
for a general averment, as to perſons known 
not to be the complainer, is fallacious. The 
purſuer is not here in a precognition, but in. 
a direct charge of actual guilt and cri- 
minality againſt his wife. He either knows 
the n. with whom he alledges ſhe was 


E. guilty, 
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guilty. or he does not. If he hall ſay, that 
he does know, he certainly tight to conde- 
ſcend upon their flames and deſignations. 
This 1 is what the defender, and every wife in 
the like unhappy ptedicament, is intitled to 


inſiſt upon; otherwiſe no married woman, 
be ſhe ever ſo chaſte aid virtuous, can be 
ſafe. And if the purſuer ſhall ſay, that he 
does not know the perſons, times, or places, 
his charge muſt be held às made at random, 


and merely the effeꝶ f ill. grounded jealouſy 
and ſufpicion. In fine „it is hoped the court, 
In the ſhape the procels ſtands at preſent, 
"will diſmiſs the Abel as vague and irrele- 
vant; at leaſt, (if they ſhall ſuſtain action,) 
- ordain che purſuer to give in a particular 


condeſcendence, as to the perſons, times, and 
places. As the ſaid defences, figned by the 


ſaid William 1 , Procurator nn 
. 


"mY which defences it Was an ſwered on the 


Pa rt of the purſuer. That, in the outſet of the 
defences, the defender is pleaſed tocaſt out ſome _ 
reſlections againſt the purſuer, and charges 
him with being addicted to tippling and in- 
foxication : Theſe are reflections, which, in 


prudence, the ought not to have made; as to 
the other- musforrunes of the purſuer has 


been | 


En) 
been added, for theſe ſome years paſt, that 
of a drunken wife; of which there can be no 
manner af difficulty in leading à proof, if 
neceſſary. With regard to the ohjections ſta- 
ted againſt the relevancy of the libel, the 
purſuer, with ſubmiſſion, apprehends, that 
the Cammiſſaries will have no manner of 
difficulty in repelling them. It charges the 
defender, in the maſt direct terms, with ha- 
ving been guilty, during a certain period, of 
adultery with other men, known not ta be the 
purſuer, If Mrs: Williamſon is innocent of 
this * ſho certainly cannot be injured, 
in whatever terms it is laid. If, on the eon, 
trary, ſhe is guilty, little does it ſignify who 
the perſun is, or Whether it be with one or 
more; and the exact time and places are 
equally immaterial, in the preſent ſtage of 
the cauſe. They, no doubt, muſt come out 
afterwards, in the courſe of che proof The 
purſuer, if it was material, could condeſcend 
upon a very great number of caſes, which 
Have occurred in this court, where the libels 
were laid in the ſame manger as the preſent; 
Indeed it is rare that they are otherwiſe ; and 
the reaſon is obvious. A man may be con- 
vinced of his wife's infidelity, and certain of 
the _ with whom ſhe has been guilty; 
Vis E 2 and 
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and yet, as he muſt * tamper with the wit 


neſſes, it is impoſſible for him to ſay, before 
hand, if the proof will come out ſo very 
ſtrong, as to induce the Commiſſaries to pro- 
nounce decreet of divorce. Had he, in his 
libel, condeſcended on the perſon's name, who 


he imagined, and in his mind is convinced 


of having injured him, that perſon might, 


afterwards, have it in his power to bring him 


to trouble, on account of the averments in 
the libel. The purſuer, therefore, imagines, 
that the court will not be inclined to order 
him to give in any ſuch condeſcendence, as 
that called for : He truſts that, in the future 
ſtage of the cauſe, he will be able to lead a 
diſtinct proof of the defender's guilt with o- 
ther men; and this proof will, no doubt, in- 
title him to decreet of divorce. Before con- 


cluding, the purſuer wiſhes to .remark, that 


the defender, by her arts, enticed away the 
children from him: Their being under her 
care has afforded her an argument againſt 
the purſuer ; while, at the ſame time, ſhe 
wiſhes to impreſs the court with a bad opi- 
nion of him : Although the profits of his 
buſineſs are leſs than what ſhe can draw as 


a mantua-maker, yet he always wiſhed to 
have his children with: him, and will chear- 


fully 
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fully receive them, if the defender would al- 
low them to come to his houſe, and take 
up their future reſidence there. n reſpeft 
whereof, &c. As the ſaid anſwers, ſigned by 
the ſaid John Wood, procurator foreſaid, bear. 
Likeas, the ſaid William Richardſon gave 
in, and preſented to the ſaid Commiſſaries, a 
petition, in name of the ſaid Jean Wilſon, 
defender: Humbly thewing, That the ſaid 
Peter Williamſon has brought a moſt ground- 
leſs, and ill- funded action of divorce, on the 
head of adultery, againſt the petitioner, his 
wife, which is called, and given out to give 
in defences. The petitioner, conſcious of 
her own innocence, is hopeful it will appear, 
in the iſſue, to be without any juſt ground, 
or foundation; but, in the mean time, that 
ſhe may be enabled to carry on and conduct 
her defence, ſhe is intitled to inſiſt upon ha- 
ving payment, from her huſband, of ſuch 
ſum, as to the court ſhall ſeem reaſonable, 
for the above purpoſe, as well as for aliment 
to herſelf and three children, who are left 
upon her hand; the purſuer having rouped 
and ſold off his houſehold furniture, and be- 
taken himſelf to a private room, as a lodger. 
The petitioner comes now to underſtand, 

that the purſuer, before intenting this action 
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of divorce againſt her, has applied for and ob. 
eained admittance to the benefit of the poor's 
roll; but this device will afford him no 
handle againſt complying with the preſent 
| demand, as it is a certain fact, that he carries 
lf on a very lucrative buſineſs, as maſter of a 
well eſtabliſhed penny poſt-office, which brings 
him in ready money, every hour of the day, 
ada nd enables him to have four men employed 
daily, in diſperſing letters, to each of whom 
| he pays four ſhillings and ſixpence weekly; 
|| _ beſides the emoluments of his printed Direc- 
F tory, and other profits ariſing u his buſi- 
_ n<(s as a printer. And therefore, craving it 
might pleaſe the Commiſſaries to find the 
P<titioner entitled to twenty pounds ſterling, 
or {uch other ſum as they ſhall think proper 
to modify, to enable her to conduct and care 
rv on her defence, in this proceſs; and for iz- 
eim aliment to herſelf and her three ehil- 
dren: And to ſift procedure, till the ſame is 
pazd. According to juſtice, &c. As the ſaid ' 
petition, ſigned by the ſaid William Rich- 
ardſon, "nat 

Which petition having been allowed to be 
anſwered, the following anſwers were given 
in, on the part of the purſuer, bearing, - That 
the reipondent, ſome time ago, found himſelf 
bh under 
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under the diſagreeable neceſſity of bringing 
an action of divorce, before the Court, againſt 
the petitioner, his ſpouſe : With reſpect to his 
having good reaſons for taking this ſtep, or 
its being only the effects of a jealous diſpoſi- 
tion, this will beft appear in the future pro- 
greſs of the cauſe. Before raiſing this pro- 
ceſs, however, the reſpondent found himſelf 
neceſſitated to apply to the court, for the be- 
nefit of the poor's poll. His ſpouſe, not con- 
tented with the irreparable injury ſhe had 
done him, had added thoſe of frequent and 
repeated abſtractions from his income. This 
was only lately diſcovered, owing t&a quar- 
rel amongſt his men; when, to his aſtoniſh- 
ment, he learned that Mrs Williamf6n had 
been mean enough to enter into a combina- 
tion with them, whereby ſhe was enabled to 
appropriate, for her own private purpoſes, lit- 
tle ſhort of three fourths of the whole profits 
of the penny poſt. The reſpondent's fitua- 
tion being well known to the reverend Mr 
Simpſon, one of the miniſters of this city, he, 
and two of his ruling elders (equally ac- 
quainted with the reſpondent's poverty) cer- 
tified the ſame to the court; upon which he 
was, at once, admitted to the benefit of the 
poor's roll. It is pretty fingular, therefore, 
| that 
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that the defender ſhould apply for PWR a- 
gainſt a man, whom her own extravagance, 
and vicious habits, had reduced to ſuch a ſitua- 

tion. This moment ſhe carries on the mantua- 
making buſineſs, the profits ariſing from 
which far exceed any thing the purſuer can 
earn, either from his penny poſt-office, or the 

: ublication of his Directory. For ſome time 

N After their unlucky ſeparation, the reſpon- 

9 ' dent's eldeſt daughter continued with, and 
aſſiſted him in the way of his buſineſs. The 
petitioner, however, ſoon found means to en- 
tice her, away, as well as the two younger 
chfldregs.. Theſe ſteps, however, can never 
alſiſt her plea for aliment, as the reſpondent, 
with the greateſt chearfulneſs, will receive 

; © homenheſe children; and, conſidering how 

miatters are ſituated, they certainly would be 

F | much better under his care than hers. When 
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the Commiſſaries, therefore, conſider well the 
ſituation of parties, the reſpondent truſts, that 
they will have little difficulty in refuſing the 
deſire of this petition: He is a man ſo much 
reduced in his circumſtances, as to have in- 
duced the Commiſſaries to admit him to the 
benefit of the poor's roll; and, from ſuch a 
man, no aliment can poſlibly be expected; 
. add to this, that the petitioner herſelf carries 


. On 


. 
on a lucrative employment, much more ſo 
indeed than what the reſpondent can pretend 
his to be. In addition to the above, the re- 
ſpondent begs leave to mention the following 
circumſtances: Firſt, That ſo far from raiſing 
money by a ſale of his furniture, it is a fact, 
that the petitioner and her father carried off 
privately every thing that was valuable, and 
left not ſufficient to pay the rent. The ſe- 
cond is, That the petitioner and her father 
have ſet up a penny poſt in oppoſition to the 
reſpondent's; ſo that ſhe has the profits of it 
in addition to thoſe of her buſineſs as a man- 
tua-· maker: The laſt is, That the eldeſt daugh- 
ter, whom the petitioner enticed away, being 
regularly bred to buſineſs, can earn from ten 
to twenty ſhillings per week, and this ſum 
the petitioner pockets alſo. As the ſaid an- 
{wers, ſigned by the ſaid John Wood, bear. 
And the ſaid Commiſſaries having conſi- 
dered the libel, defences, and anſwers, they, 
by their interlocutor, of date the fifteenth 
day of January, ſeventeen , hundred and 
cighty-nine years, before anſwer, allowed 
the purſuer a proof of his libel, and of all 
facts and circumſtances tending to ſupport 
the concluſions thereof, and the defender a. 
conjunct probation ; and granted diligence, 

F hinc 
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inc inde, And having alſo conſidered the pe- 


tition for the defender, with anſwers thereto, 
in reſpect that the purſuer has been admitted 
to the benefit of the poor's roll, refuſed the 
deſire of the petition ; reſerving to the de- 
fender alſo to apply for that benefit. As the 
faid interlocutor, ſigned by the ſaid Mr 
Andrew Balfour, and duely reported in court, 
upon the fixteenth day of ſaid month of I a 
nuary extant in proceſs, bears. 

After reporting of ſaid interlocutor, wi 
action was called, and the Commiſſaries 
aſſigned that day eight days to the purſuer 
to prove: And the ſaid purſuer having pro- 
cured the Commiſſaries precept and diligence 
for citing witneſſes for proving the foreſaid 
libel, he, for proving thereof, did lead and 


adduce ſundry witneſſes; who being received, 


ſolemnly fworn, kneeling with their right 
hand upon the holy Evangel, purged of ma- 
lice and partial counſel, examined and inter- 


rogate, did feverally depone as follows, viz. 


 Evenam STEWART, reſiding in Canongate, 
aged twenty-two years, not married, deponed, 


That the deponent entered to the ſervice of 


the purſuer on the firſt day of the races at 


ny lat year, and left it at Martinmas : : 
That 
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That the purſuer and defender were reckon- 
ed married perſons, and hved together as 
ſuch, when the deponent entered to the pur- 
ſuer's ſervice, as above: That the deponent, 
while in ſaid ſervice, remembers frequently 
ſeeing David Stephens trunk- maker in Edin- 
burgh, come to the purſuer's houſe, and al- 
ways at times when the purſuer was from 
home : That on ſuch | occaſions, the defender 
and David Stephens ſometimes went into the 
dining-room by themſelves, where there was 
a concealed bed, and ſometimes into the de- 
fender's bed-room, and, ſhutting the door be- 
hind them, ſometimes continued together for 

two hours. Deponed, That the firſt circum- 
ſtance which led the deponent to ſuſpe&t 
ſomething criminal betwixt David Stephen 
and the defender, was. the defender's coming 
home one afternoon from the ſhop; and 
ſending the deponent to deſire David Stephens 
to come to her, the defender: That the de- 
fender uſed to fpeak of David Stephens as 
being a bad man, and ufing his wife ill, 
which raiſed the deponent's ſuſpicion, as ſhe 
the defender chuſed to be ſo much in his 
company. Deponed, That David Stephens 
came in conſequence of the meſſage, and 
immediately went with the defender into her 
2 . bed» 


u 


bed-room, and, ſhutting the door, continued 
there for about two hours: That the depo- 
nent, prompted by curioſity, looked through 
the key hole of the door, and ſaw Stephens 
ſitting cloſs to the defender with his hands 
about her neck, and likewiſe obſerved him 
put his hand into her breaſt, that at this 
time they were ſitting upon two chairs: 
That this happened after dinner; and when 
they met at other times it was always about 
tea- time, or in the forenoon : That this hap. 
pened about the time of Brodie” s execution; 

That the deponent was ſent three or Pi 
times with letters to Stephens; That ſome- 
times he was not in his ſhop, but when 
there, he always came on receiving the let- 
ters. Deponed, That Mrs Tait keeps a pub- 
lic houſe in Beſs Wynd, and which has the 
character of being a houſe of bad fame; 
and the deponent has heard the defender ſay 
that it had that character: That, during the 
deponent's ſervice, two or three meſſages 
came from Mrs Tait to the defender to come 
to her houſe, who went accordingly; and 
the defender ſaid to the deponent, that Mrs 
Tait had buſineſs to give her ; and mentioned. 
the grafting of ſilk ſtockings, and the alter- 
ing of one or two ws Deponed, That the 
deponent 
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deponent remembers of the defender's going 
out at ſix o'clock on Monday evening after 
Brodie's execution, and of the defender's ſay- 
ing, that ſhe was going to Mrs Rig of Morton 
at the Meadow: That the deponent went out 
immediately after to the purſuer's office with 
a meſſage, and obſerved the defender go down 
Forreſter's Wynd, and into a ftair at the foot 
of the wynd: That the purſuer not being in 
his office, the deponent was obliged to wait 
a little there; and during the time of her ſtay 
there, David Stephens looked into the office, 
and then looked up to the windows of the 
purſuer's houſe, which is ſituate at the upper 
end of the Luckenbooths, on the north ſide, 
and the office, or ſhop, is on the oppoſite ſide, 
and ; farther down the ſtreet: That David 
Stephens then went into the ſame ſtair, at 
the foot of Forreſter's Wynd, where .the de- 
fender had gone: That the defender came 
that evening at eight o'clock to the office, 
and deſired the purſuer to give her a ſhilling; 
which he refuſing, ſhe ſent one of the pur- 
ſuer's men to Miſs Bowie's ſhop, oppoſite to 
the office, tv borrow one for her, which he 
did : That the defender did not return to the 
purſuer”s houſe till twelve o'clock that night, 
and was then much the worſe of liquor. 
Deponed, 
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Deponed, That in the firſt door of the ſtair, 
at the foot of Forreſter's Wynd, where the de- 
fender went as above, there is a houſe of bad N 
fame, known and reported to be ſuch, and 
kept by Miſs Lockhart: That there were two 
families above in the ſame ſtair, with whom 
the defender is acquainted; but ſhe had been 
in none of theſe houſes, as the deponent was 
informed upon enquiring next day. Depo- 
ned, That the defender was moſtly abroad e- 
very night, and very ſeldom came home be- 
fore eleven o'clock, and was always the worſe 
of liquor; and ſometimes ſent out the depo- 
nent for liquor after ſhe came home. Canſa 
e patet, And this is truth, ws 


EL15AB2THROBERTSON, ſervantto MrsHome, 
New Town, Edinburgh, aged eighteen years, || 
not married, Deponed, That the deponent en- 
tered to the purſuer's ſervice in the beginningof 

the year ſeventeen hundred and eighty- ſeven, 
and left it before the Leith races laſt ſum- 
mer: That the purſuer and defender, during 
the deponent's ſervice, lived together as man 
and wife, and were reputed ſuch. Deponed, 
That the defender ufed ſometimes to go a- 
broad at night, and ſay that ſhe was at Mrs 


Rig of Mortons, or at Mrs Tait s in Beſs Wynd, 
who 
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who gave her employment; and ufed ordi- 
narily to come home about eleven or twelve 
at night, and was ſometimes the worſe of 
liquor : That the deponent remembers of the 
defender's going one night, betwixt eight and 
nine, to Mrs Tait's houſe to keep Mr Taits 
birth day: That the deponent went to Mrs 
Tait's about twelve, or a little after, in order 
to conduct the defender home: That the de- 
ponent ſtaid till betwixt one and two o'clock, 
when a drunk man, coming into Tait's kit- 
chen and curſing the deponent, the came 
back to the purfuer's houſe : That the pur- 
fuer had locked the door, but opened it and 
let in the deponent, who went to her bed, 
and does not know what time the defender 
came home: That the purſuer had aftet- 
wards let in the defender, as the deponent 
ſome time after heard her crying ; and when 
the purſuer left the defender, the defender 
called upon. the deponent. to come to her, 
who went accordingly; and the defender 
told the deponent, that the purſuer had beat 
her: That at this time the defender was 
much the worſe of liquor: That the defender 
after this went to her bed, who at this time 
flept ſeparate from the purſuer. Deponed, 
That ſome time in the ſummer after what is 
| above 
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above deponed to, the deponent remembers 
the defender coming home: after twelve 
o'clock at night, very much the worſe of li- 
quor: That ſhe ſent the deponent for two 
bottles of beer, but went no farther than the 
foot of the ſtair, as all the ſhops were ſhut: 
That in going down the ſtair, the ſpoke with 
two ſervants of Mr Mackenzie writer, and 
was informed by them of their finding the 
defender lying in the ſtair with a man; and 
that ſhe was much, intoxicated with liquor ; 
and that they brought her up, and put her 
in at the'purſuer's door ? That the defender's 
cloaths were very much ruffled : That her 
cloak was away, the ſleeve of her gown tore, 
her bonnet turned aſide, and her napkin 
much diſordered : That the deponent ſent 
the defender's daughter to tell her that ſhe 
would ſtay no longer in her ſervice: That Mrs 
Mackenzie's ſervants deſired the deponent to 
leave her, ſervice : That the defender next 
day ſent the deponent to Mrs Mackenzie to 
inform her, that the perſon who was found 
lying in the ſtair, as above, was a woman. 
who lodged in the defender's houſe; but up- 
on the deponent's telling this to Mrs Mac- 
kenzie's daughter, the deponent was inform- 


ed, that this was not the firſt time the de-. 
| fender 
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fender had been found in that ſituation; and 
that ſhe need not go to expoſe herſelf by tell- 
ing lies about the matter. Deponed, That 
there never was any woman lodging in the 
houſe during the deponent's ſervice : That 
the defender, next day after this happened, 
made the deponent a preſent of a pocket 
napkin, and likewiſe promiſed to buy her a 
printed ſhort gown, upon condition, that ſhe 
would. not ſpeak of what had paſt to the pur- 
ſuer, or any of her acquaintances. Deponed, 
That a good while after the deponent came 
to the purſuer's ſervice, the obſerved one 
Campbell, whom the believes to be a writer, 
come frequently to the purſuer's houſe, and 
always when he was from home; and that 
he came at different times of the day, and 
ſometimes, when upon opening the door he 
ſaw the purſuer in the houſe, he would have 
gone and walked; and when the purſuer 
went out, he returned back : That the de- 
fender and this Campbell went in by them- 
ſelves ſometimes to the defender's bed- room, 
and ſometimes to the dining- room, with the 
doors ſhut, upon them : That ſometimes he 
would have come in about eight in the e- 
vening, and remained alone with the defend- 
er 1 Paſt ten. Deponcd, That the firſt winter 
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of the deponent's ſervice, ſhe remembers the 
purſuer coming home one evening, about 
eleven or twelve at night, when this Camp- 
bell and the defender were at ſupper : That 
the defender went to the kitchen, and ſtaid 
there with the purſuer, while the deponent 
took the table- cloth, and other things off the 
table; and Campbell ſtood behind the door 
till the purſuer went to his bed; after which 
the defender and Campbell went into the di- 
ning room, where they remained about a 
quarter of an hour; after which the defender 
let him out by a door in the dining-room, 
that opened to the ſtair. Deponed, That the 
deponent remembers ſome time after this of 
a Mr Grant, merchant in Leith, once viſiting 
and drinking tea with the defender alone: 
That the defender, upon Grant's coming in, 
fent the deponent a meffage to Herriot's Hoſ- 
pital for her the defender's ſon, to come and 
ſpeak to her; but upon her return, ſhe found 
the defender gone, and the houſe locked. 
Deponed, That the deponent afterwards ob- 
ſerved to the defender's daughter, that it ap- 
peared odd to her the deponent, for the de- 
fender to ſend her out in time of tea, and 
nobody to bring the kettle; and the daughter 


pins with the — that it was very 
ridi- 
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ridiculous : That the defender's ſon had not 
been in the houſe for fix or ſeven weeks pre- 
vious to this period. Deponed, That ſome 
ſhort time after the deponent entered her ſer- - 
vice, ſhe remembers David Gray, ſervant to 
Mr Allan banker, calling ſometimes upon 
the defender when the purſuer was out, and 
going into the dining-room, where they re- 
mained ſometimes an hour, and ſometimes 
leſs, and ſometimes more, by themſelves, 
with the door ſhut ; That the ſaid Gray wore 
livery. Deponed, That laſt winter the de- 
fender complained of a pain in her fide, and 
ſent Mrs Lauder, formerly a ſervant to the 
defender, for Mr Carſtairs ſurgeon, to attend 
her; and the deponent was informed by Mrs 
Lauder, that the diſeaſe was venereal; and 
Mrs Lauder forbade the deponent to allow 
any of the children to drink, or take any 
thing out of the ſame cup with the defender; 
and it conſiſts with the deponent's. know» 
ledge, that the defender's diſeaſe, and her 
being attended by a ſurgeon, was concealed 
from the purſuer : That at this time the pur» 
ſuer was in health, and attended his buſineſs 
as uſual. Upon the defender's interrogate, 
deponed, That the defender was by profeſ- 
fon a mantua-maker, and was employed to 
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graft ſilk ſtockings, and make dead cloaths, 

and ſhe engaged the deponent in that line; 
and at the time the deponent entered to her 
ſervice, the defender was very well employ- 
ed, and wrought to Mr Allan banker, Mrs 
Rigg of Morton, and Miſs Ords, and others ; 
and Mrs Tait's daughter, who was likewiſe 
bred a mantua-maker, going to London, the 
defender was introduced to her cuſtomers : 
That before the deponent left the defender's 
ſervice, ſhe had loſt great part of her buſineſs. 
Deponed, That the deponent never heard a 
bad character of Mrs Tait before mentioned : 
That when Campbell, above mentioned, firſt 
became acquainted with the defender, the 
purſuer uſed to come with him and drink 
tea with the defender ; and Mrs Campbell, 
| houſekeeper to Mrs Home Rigg, and aunt to 
Mr Campbell, uſed ſometimes to drink tea 
with the defender. Deponed, That the de- 
fender informed the deponent that ſhe had 
got the diſorder by which ſhe was afflicted 
from the purſuer ; but the witneſs did not 
believe what the defender ſaid : That the de- 
ponent believed the purſuer 'to be ignorant 
of the defender's diſorder; becauſe, when 
Mr Carftairs happened to come when the 
23 was at er the defender puſhed 
him 
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him back, and defired him to come at fome 
other time: That the defender's illneſs ren- 
dered her both deaf and hoarſe for a eonſi- 
derable time : That the purſuer uſed almoſt 
every night to be out at ſupper, as the de- 
fender was always aſking money from him; 
and when ſhe got it, did not apply it to buy - 
bread and meal to the children, as ſhe ſaid, 
but bought ſpirits with it. C 1 patet. 
And this is truth, &c. 


Lewis MoRRAV, ſervant to Hugh Murray 
porter- dealer in Edinburgh, aged thirty years, 
married, deponed, That he knows the de- 
fender, having frequently ſeen her ſtanding 
in the purſuer's ſhop door, and having been 
informed on enquiring who ſhe was, that 
ſhe was wife to the purſuer. Deponed, That, 
in the courſe of his ſervice, he has had fre- 
quent occaſion to be ſent by his maſter with 
parcels of porter, to the houſe of one William 
Johnſtone, whom the deponent underſtood 
to have kept a houſe of bad fame, in Wri- 
ters Court in this city. Deponed, That he 
has had frequent occaſion to ſee the defend- 
er in that houſe, in the evening, between the 
hours of ſeven and nine, in company with 
Mrs Johnſtone, the miſtreſs of the houſe, 
oF and 
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and another woman, whoſe name the depo. 
nent has forgot ; but whom he believes is an 
Engliſhwoman, and whom he knows car- 
ried on buſineſs as a milliner in this city; 
but the deponent never ſaw the defender in 
company with any man in that houſe. On 
more ſpecial interrogatories, deponed, That 
the ſaid William Johnſtone kept a public 
houſe in Writers Court, which the deponent 
believed to be a bawdy-houſe, or houſe of 
bad fame, becauſe it was generally habite 
and repute ſo to be; and becauſe the depo- 
nent has frequently ſeen women, whom he 
knew to be proſtitutes, frequenting the ſaid 
Houſe. Cara ſcientiæ patet, And this is truth, 


Jonx CarsTA1Rs, ſurgeon in Canongate of 
Edinburgh, aged fifty-ſix years, married, de- 
poned, That he is acquainted with the de- 
fender; his acquaintance with whom com- 
menced in the latter end of September, or 
beginning of October, ſeventeen hundred and 
eighty-ſeven : That the deponent then recei- 
ved a meſſage from the defender, and that he 
waited upon her accordingly, at a houſe in the 
Luckenbooths, which he afterwards under- 


food was the houſe of the AY Anddepo- 
ned, 
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ned, That the meſſage came'to the deponent, 
as from Mrs Williamſon: When the depo- 
nent waited upon the defender, ſhe complain- 
ed to him that ſhe was not well, and had 
ſores about her private parts; which, on in- 
ſpection, the deponent immediately percei- 
ved to be venereal ſhankers. Deponed, That 


he immediately put her under a courſe of 


mercury; in confequence of which, in about 
ſix weeks, the defender declared to the depo- 
nent that ſhe was completely cured. Depo- 
ned, That the defender feemed exceedingly 
unwilling to believe that her diſorder could 
poſſibly be venereal; and declared, that if it 
was fo, ſhe could have got it from no perſon 
| but her huſband. And to the enquiries of 


the deponent ſhe anſwered, that ſhe had ſeen - 


medicines about the purſuer's ſhop, and ob- 
ſerved ſtained cloths in his pocket. Deponed, 
That the defender never cautioned the depo- 


nent to conceal his attendance from the pur- 
ſuer, nor expreſſed any uneaſineſs left the 


purſuer ſhould become acquainted wich the 
nature of her complaint; and the deponent 
had every reaſon to believe, from the defend- 
er's conduct and converſation, that the pur- 
fuer was acquainted with the nature of her 
0 and knew of the- deponent's at- 
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tendance: Deponed, That he. was paid for | 
his attendance and medicines i in ſmall par- 
tial payments, moſt of which he received 
from the defender herſelf, and the remainder 
partly from a little freſh complexioned girl, 
whom the deponent knew to be the defend- 
er's daughter, and partly, the deponent be- 
lieves, from her ſervant maid; both of whom 
the defender occaſionally ſent for medicines. 
Cauſa ſcientiæ patet. And this is truth, &c. 
| Hoop MouRrRay, e in Edinburgh. 
aged thirty years, married, deponed, That he 
keeps a porter-cellar in Edinburgh, and that 
Lewis Murray, a preceding deponent, is his ſer- 
vant. Deponed, That he was acquainted with 
a houſe kept by William Johnſtone in Writers 
Court, having ſerved the ſame with porter; 
and that the ſaid houſe was generally Tepu- 
ted a houſe of bad fame: That the deponent 
: had ſeveral times occaſion to go to that houſe, 
in order to recover payment of an. account, 
which was due him ; and on more. than- one 
of thoſe occaſions, the deponent has ſeen the 
defender, Mrs Williamſon, paſſing from one 
room to another in ſaid houſe; and at one of 
thoſe times had particular accafing to remark. 
her, the having Raid ſome time in the paſ- 

tage 
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ſage wich. the deponent, while ſhe was-talking 
to. Mrs Johnſtone. And deponed, That this 
happened, to the beſt of che deponent's ro- 
collection, about two years age.  Cauſa fine 
er 7 Apd.this.s tryth, the. oP OY 


7 —— *r, i in Canongate, 


| aged. thirty-ſix years, widow, being ſworn, ; 


&c. deponed, That the. is acquainted with 
a Mr, Griffith, whoſe linens the deponent 
waſhed; and that the ſaid Mr Griffith has 
more than once delivered a written line or 
nate to the deponent, defiring her to carry 
the ſame to the defender Mrs Williamſon. 
Deponed, That when Mr Griffith lived at 
Dumbreck's, he frequently uſed to dreſs in' 
the deponent s houſe ; and that the defender 
has ſeveral times called at the deponent's 
houſe, when Mr. Griffith was there, and held 
ſome converſation with the ſaid Mr Griffith, 


. which the deponent 8 deafneſs prevented her 


from over-hearin g rhat the deponent never 
obſerved any indecent familiarities between 
Mr Griffith and the defender, or any beha- 
viour betwixt them, which was not conſiſtent 
with the greateſt diſcretion and politeneſs, 
Deponed, That ſhe has ſometimes left Mr 

Hein 4 and the defender together in a room 
R es in 


"4s 
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in which chere was 4 bed; but that the faid 
bed was always made up at the time; and' 
the deponent is certain, from finding it in 
the ſame ſituation at her return, that nobody | 
had been in it, or on it, in her abſence. Upon 

recollection, deponed, That the lines or cards 
which Mr Griffith deſired the deponent to 
carry and deliver to the defender, were di- 
rected, not to her, but, to the beſt of the de- 
ponent's recollection, to a Miſs Campbell; 

and the deponent ſuppoſes they might be de- 
figned, as Mr Griffith was an unmarried man, 
for ſome young lady, with whom he might 
be carrying on a clandeſtine correſpondence, 
through the means of Mrs Williamſon, de- 
fender. Cauſa ſcientiæ patet. And this is truth, 
&. il 1. ene. 232 H4 55 «. 023 


1 * — * 


-ALrsoxn Lauper, ſpouſe of Fratibied Irbider, 
writer in Edinburgh, aged twenty-ſix years, 
deponed, * hil ue in cau auf, _ yo pee ge | 


i DonarD SUTHERLAND, letter-carrier toPeter 
| Williamfon, purſuer, aged thirty-nine years, 
married, deponed, That he knows one Mrs 
Tait, who keeps a public houſe in Beſs 
Wynd in this city, and that her houſe i is ge- 
nerally reputed to be a houſe of bad fame. 
Deponed, 


(50d 1 


Deponed, That one evening in the month of 
October laſt, Mrs W illiamſon, defender, went 
with the: deponent; and two of his compa- 
nions, at a little after nine in the evening, to 
the houſe of the ſaid Mrs Tait, to drink half a 
mutchkin of whiſky + That when there, the 
detender ſent the deponent with a letter, di- 
rected to David Stephens trunk maker in E- 
dinburgh, which ſhe deſired the deponent to 
carry, for him to the houſe of ene Logan, a 
vintner in Brodie's Cloſs: That the deponent 

| carried the letter as directed, and found Mr 

Stephens, apparently the worſe of liquor, in 
. the-houſe of the ſaid Logan: That. the depo- 
nent does not know the contents, or the im- 
port, of Mrs Williamſon's letter; but when 
he delivered it to Mr Stephens, he received a 
verbal anſwer for Mrs Williamſon, that he 
the ſaid Stephens would follow the deponent 
to Mrs Tait's in a few minutes: That the de- 
ponent immediately returned to Mrs. Tait's, 
and delivered Mr Stephen's above: mentioned 
meſſage to Mrs Williamſon; when the half 
mutchkin being done, the deponent, and his 
two companions, immediately left Mrs Wik 
liamſon in the houſe of the ſaid Mrs Tait. 
Caufa ſcientie patet, And this is truth, &c. | 
aro 58D; a DAVID 


( 60 
"Davis" STeefiens, trunk-maker in Edin- 
|  burgh, aged thirty-ſix years, married, depo- 
ned, That he is acquainted; with Mrs Wil- 
liamiſon, defender in this: cauſe. | Deponed, 
That ſome time ſince the month of Septem- 
ber laſt, the deponent, when' at the houſe of 
Peter Logan, vintner in Brodie's Cloſs, received 
a letter, or card, from Mrs Williamſon, which 
letter was delivered to the deponent by one 
of Mr. Williamſon's letter-carriers, by whom 
the deponent returned a verbal anſwer. De- 
poned, that it conſiſts with the deponent's 
knowledge, That Mrs Williamſon, the dę- 
fender, has had carnal knowledge of a man 
Aitifferent from her huſband. And deponed, 
Tat his knowledge of the above eircum- 
ſtance is not derived from the information 
of others. No er 3 my this is * 
truth, dec. * Dig 4 


= As iche ſaid WE their bon and apt 

tions, dated the ſecond, eleventh, and ſeven- 

teenth days of February, ſeventeen hundred 

and eighty-nine years, ſigned by them, and 

by 'one of the ſaid ee extant in 
Proceſs, bear. 3 | 

Thereafter, the forefaid action heli ven 


gain called upon the eighteenth day of the 
ſaid 


y i 
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faid month of February, the Comtnifiricy 
aſſigned that day eight days 0. tlie aid Wits 
liam Richardſon, proturator for hi defender 1 
to prove; and that ay n ebndluda 
proof. ot 122150000 51228 iet: 
And upon the i of: March, es | 
venteen hundred and ! eightyaning/rhe ac 
tion having been again called in court; äh | 
Commiſſaries held the proof as concluded, and 
made avizandum with the cauſe) And the 
' ſaid Commiſſaries having again conſidered the 
foreſaid action and cauſe, with the proof ad- 
duced, they, by their interlocutor of this date, : 
the ſaid fixth day of March, ſeventeen hun- 
dred and eighty-nine years, Fouxp facts, cir- 
cumſtances, and qualifications proven, rele- 
vant to infer the defender's guilt of adultery : 
Pound the ſaid defender guilty of adultery 
accordingly ; and therefore Divorced and Se- 
parated: Found and Declared in terms of 
the concluſions of the libel; ſo far as relates 
to the concluſions for Divorce, and Decerned. 
As the ſaid interlocutor, ſigned by the ſaid 
Mr. Andrew Balfour, and duly reported in 
court, upon the ſaid fixth day of March, bears, 
And the ſaid action having been laſt of all 
called in. court upon the date hereof, the faid 
twenty-fifth day of March, ſeventeen hun- 
f dred 


— 
— — of et — 


1 
dred and eighty- nine years, the Commiſſaries 
pronounced ſentence, as the ſame, ſigned by 


the ſaid Mr Andrew Balfour, bears. And ſo 
the ſaids Commiſſaries gave, and pronounced 


their Sentence and Decreet in the foreſaid 


matter, FIN DING, DEcLARING, DIVORCING, SE- 


PARATING, and DECERNING in manner at 


gs before written. 


| Signed)” ALEX. DUNCAN, Dep. 
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